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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, November 18th, 2021 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  
 
  Present: Jason Ebbs, Laurie Enos, Daniel McCusker, Andy Moore, Mary    

   Sweeney, Eric Tait, Mark Valentine, Sarah Waterman, Lieutenant Michael Thomas (Zoom) 
 
  Absent: Tim Frelier 
 
  Guests: No Guests 
 
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
  a.  October 21st, 2021 – Mary Sweeney motioned to approve the minutes.  Jason Ebbs   
   seconded the motion. 
 
 
III.  COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS:    
 

1. Embury Road Physical Barrier Request 
 

Eric Tait shared with the committee that he was contacted by a resident that lives at 575 Embury 
Road which is located on the south side of Embury just east of the Embury/Qualtrough intersection.  
The property directly to the west is owned by Rochester Lawn Care.  Over the past several years, 
there have been a few incidents of vehicles traveling eastbound on Embury, veering off the road 
and crossing thru the lawn area of Rochester Lawn Care's property.  The vehicles narrowly missed 
hitting some trees but struck the residents vehicle that resides at 575 Embury Road.  
Approximately three weeks ago, another vehicle left the roadway and took out the speed limit sign 
that is in front of Rochester Lawn Care's property frontage.  The resident is concerned that if 
vehicles continue to veer off the road, and she and her family are in the front yard, there is a risk 
of them getting hit. 
 
The resident has requested some kind of physical barrier or bollards placed within the right of way 
to protect her property.  Eric explained to the resident that the Town cannot legally place a physical 
barrier within the right of way for both liability and insurance purposes.  The resident also 
suggested placing a guardrail along the grassy frontage area of the Rochester Lawn Care property 
in the hopes that if a vehicle traveling eastbound does not make the curve, it will hit the guardrail 
and bounce back into the road instead of ending up on her property.  Eric explained that he does 
not feel that a guardrail would be warranted due to the infrequency of the previous incidents.   
 
Andy Moore asked if there is an accident history pertaining to this intersection. 
 
Eric Tait responded that he does not have accident history and is only aware of the most recent 
incident of the speed limit sign being hit by a vehicle.   
 
Andy Moore asked if anyone from the Westfield Commons neighborhood has identified this 
intersection as a concern. 
 
Eric Tait said he has not received any other concerns pertaining to this area. 
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Laurie Enos stated that she has witnessed vehicles speeding around the curve on Embury 
towards Qualtrough and Scribner Road and can understand the concern, however, Laurie feels 
that a guardrail probably would not have stopped speeding vehicles from entering her yard.   Laurie 
wanted to confirm that Rochester Lawn Care has a driveway located off of Embury Road. 
 
Eric Tait stated that Rochester Lawn Care has a gravel driveway along the shared property line.  
There is also a Frontier Communications utility box tucked into some mature pine trees that are 
protected by bollards.  Eric is not sure when and why the bollards were installed.  There are arrows 
identifying the approaching curve so no additional signage would be helpful and is why the 
concerned resident is requesting a physical barrier.   
 
Mark Valentine asked if it might be a good idea to reach out to the sheriff's office for accident 
history pertaining to this area.   
 
Andy Moore wanted to clarify that Lieutenant Michael Thomas was also in attendance at this 
Transportation Committee meeting via Zoom. 
 
Daniel McCusker stated that he would like to know what the contributing factors were that caused 
the vehicles to veer of the road, whether it was speed, road conditions, impairment, etc. 
 
Mark Valentine said the accident report will answer all those questions and he will reach out to 
the sheriff's office to obtain it. 
 
Lieutenant Thomas said that he will pull the accident history for the Embury Rd/Qualtrough Rd 
area.  Lieutenant Thomas asked if there are any easements in place that would prevent the 
homeowner from putting out a physical barrier herself or is she asking for assistance from the 
Town.  
 
Mark Valentine stated that the homeowner could plant trees, etc. as long as they were outside of 
the right of way to keep the Town from being liable from any damage or injury.  One option would 
be for the homeowner to plant trees along the edge of her driveway as a surety against further 
issues, but it would need to be outside of the right of way. 
 
Andy Moore said that would be a viable option at the homeowner’s discretion. 
 
Mary Sweeney asked if there is a mailbox located near the homeowner’s property because that 
is usually the first thing to get taken out be vehicles. 
 
Mark Valentine stated that there is mailbox located on the east side of the homeowner's driveway. 
 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Obtain a copy of the accident history in the Embury Road and Qualtrough Road area 
for the committee's review.  This agenda item is TABLED until the next Transportation 
Committee meeting.  

 
 

2. Penfield Hills - Route 441 Traffic Light Concern 
 
Eric Tait shared with the committee that he received an email from a resident concerned about 
the intersection of Route 441 and Hillcrest Drive.  There is an existing traffic light at that 
intersection, however, a number of drivers travelling on Route 441 are driving through it after the 
light turns red, making it dangerous for residents pulling out onto Route 441.  The resident 
requested that some type of camera be installed or extra police presence in the area. 
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Daniel McCusker asked if the resident is requesting a red light running camera or just a camera.   
 
Eric Tait responded that they did not specify but his understanding is that it was a request for a 
red light running camera to capture license plates and following up with the drivers.  Eric stated 
that Route 441 is a NYSDOT intersection and if something were to be installed, it would fall under 
the NYSDOT's jurisdiction.  However, the Town could request additional enforcement by the 
sheriff's office. 
 
Andy Moore asked if the resident mentioned any particular time of day (such as morning commute 
vs evening commute) that seemed to have more incidents. 
 
Eric Tait responded that the resident did not specify what time of day, but it seemed that the 
residents leaving the neighborhood were most effected. 
 
Daniel McCusker stated that this issue should be forwarded to the NYSDOT traffic office since 
any solution would involve Route 441, which is a state highway.  NYSDOT can do an analysis on 
the accident history and the perception of the problem. 
 
Andy Moore agreed. 
 
Sarah Waterman asked if staff should ask NYSDOT to do a study on the intersection as well as 
the accident history. 
 
Daniel McCusker replied that staff should forward the exact concern to NYSDOT. NYSDOT will 
then analyze the intersection and/or review previous traffic studies.  They will then reach out to 
Town staff regarding the next steps towards a resolution.   This situation is not a Town issue and 
should definitely be handled by NYSDOT. 
 
Eric Tait agreed and only wanted to bring it before the committee due to the resident’s request for 
additional enforcement by the Sheriff's office. 
 
 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Staff will forward the concern to the NYSDOT's Traffic Office 
 Staff will reach out to the Sheriff’s office for extra enforcement at the intersection 

 
 

3. Five Mile Line Road & Atlantic Avenue Intersection Wrap Up 
 
Mark Valentine gave a brief history of the Five Mile Line Rd and Atlantic Avenue Intersection 
improvement project and updated the committee on the progress thus far.  Due to the accident 
rate being 3 to 5 times the statewide average around this intersection, the Town worked with 
NYSDOT to get funding.  The project qualified for safety money and funds were granted to move 
forward with the intersection improvements.  The intersection is now a four way intersection with 
turning lanes.  Initially, inductive loops were to be put in place to trigger the traffic light signals.  In 
lieu of the loops, NYSDOT installed a camera system instead.  The cameras will monitor vehicles 
that enter the turn lane and then trigger the traffic lights accordingly.  The intersection does not 
have a dedicated turn arrow at this time, however, lights are wired up for it.  Currently, there are 
blinking turn arrows.  Crosswalks are being placed and pedestrian indicators have been installed 
at all four corners.  Top soil has been added and will be touched up again in the spring to establish 
grass.  Mark has noticed that during his commute through the intersection, the traffic flow has 
improved greatly since the work has been completed.   
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Jason Ebbs asked if the next intersection down from Five Mile Line and Atlantic has been backing 
up at all since the traffic flow has improved. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that he has not witnessed any backups at either the Scribner Road or 
Baird Rd intersections. The Scribner Road intersection has existing turn lanes and Baird Road has 
a stop sign.  The Jackson Road intersection had a stop sign for many years until about ten years 
ago when a traffic light was installed.  Time will tell to see how these intersections will be affected. 
 
Andy Moore stated that he drives through the Atlantic Ave/Five Mile Line Rd intersection at least 
twice a day and feels that the project was a major success.   
 
Andy Moore also asked if the house at the intersection of Five Mile Line Rd and Atlantic Avenue 
will remain or will it be demolished.   
 
Mark Valentine replied that the house is staying at that location at this time.  Dolomite owns the 
home and offered to sell it to the State if they needed it.   
 
Laurie Enos asked if anyone lives in the house. 
 
Mark Valentine replied that he is not sure if it is currently being occupied, however, it was being 
used as a staging area during the improvement project. 
 
  
 

IV.  OTHER BUSINESS:    
 1. None  

 
 
V.  HELD ITEMS 
   1.  None 
 
 
VI.  NEW BUSINESS 
   

Eric Tait received an email from a resident who resides at 1708 Qualtrough Road after the agenda 
was published for this meeting.  The resident is requesting a right and left arrow sign in front of 
their property.  Their home is located just across from the intersection of Qualtrough and Hallmark.  
They stated that down the road from them, at the intersection of Qualtrough and City View, there 
is an existing left and right arrow sign.  They would like the same sign placed in front of their home.  
The resident is concerned that vehicles traveling down Hallmark towards Qualtrough are unaware 
that the road ends at Qualtrough and instead of turning left or right, they will end up in their front 
yard.   

 
Mark Valentine stated that staff referenced the MUTCD (Manual Unified Traffic Control Device) 
which is the manual the Town follows for traffic laws.  Based on the MUTCD, a stop sign regulated 
intersection, cannot have a dual arrow sign.  Staff will have to look into why the intersection of 
Qualtrough and City View currently has a dual arrow sign when there is also a stop sign in place.   

 
Andy Moore asked for clarification of the nature of the resident’s concern.  Andy asked if the 
resident is concerned that cars are stopping at the stop sign in front of their house and then 
continuing straight into their yard instead of turning left or right? 

 
Eric Tait responded that he is not exactly sure since the email just came in and he has not had 
the opportunity to speak directly with the resident. 
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Mark Valentine stated that it is a stop sign regulated intersection.  There currently is a left/right 
arrow sign located on City View, across from Qualtrough, which as stated before, should not be 
placed at a stop sign regulated intersection.  There are many T-intersections within the Town that 
are regulated by stop signs and do not have the left/right arrow signs as the MUTCD dictates. 

 
Laurie Enos asked if the cars coming off Qualtrough onto City View are exiting a neighborhood. 

 
 Mark Valentine confirmed that the traffic is coming out of a neighborhood. 
 

Dan McCusker believes that the stop sign located at City View and Qualtrough seems to be newer 
and the left/right arrow sign was not removed when the stop sign was installed. 

 
Eric Tait stated that the Town went through a sign update/improvement project a number of years 
ago.  The primary focus was for stop sign, street sign, and speed limit sign reflectivity.  There were 
some personnel changes during that time, and it is possible that the removal of the left/right arrow 
sign was overlooked.  Both the Hallmark/Qualtrough and City View/Qualtrough intersections have 
street lights.  Eric said that it may be possible that the street light at Hallmark and Qualtrough is 
out and may be causing some difficulty for drivers in that area.  DPW staff is in the process of 
repairing and replacing street lights and he will check on the status of that particular street light. 

 
Mary Sweeney mentioned that the committee has always worked to maintain consistency in 
regards to signage within the Town and asked if the left/right arrow will be removed on City View 
and Qualtrough. 

 
Dan McCusker stated that the right thing to do is remove the left/right arrow sign at City View and 
Qualtrough to follow the MUTCD guidelines and maintain consistency throughout the Town. 

 
Sarah Waterman added that on the topic of consistency, the intersection of Creek Street and 
Qualtrough also does not have the left/right arrow sign. 

 
THE COMMITTEE AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING PLAN OF ACTION: 
 

 Staff will research the history of the signage at City View and Qualtrough and discuss 
further action at the next Transportation Committee meeting in February. 

 
   
VII.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   
  No Public Participation 
 
VIII.  NEXT MEETING: February 17th, 2022 from 5pm-6pm 
 
 

** Special Acknowledgement ** 
 

As this is Andy Moore’s last meeting, Mark Valentine thanked him for his twelve years of service to 
the Town of Penfield serving as Chairman to the Transportation Committee.  His dedication and 
support of the committee is greatly appreciated and he will be missed. 

 
Andy Moore thanked all the Town staff members including PCTV for their hard work and for 
providing a high level of transparency and open government to Penfield residents.  Andy also 
thanked all the committee members for their service and ongoing commitment. 

  
  
IX.  ADJOURNMENT: 5:40 pm 
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